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ing of a plan is done only through 
an insurance contract that can be  
purchased from a licensed insurance 
agent or bought through a funeral 
home that is also licensed to sell  
insurance products. The life insur-
ance policies that cover funeral 
costs are unique because they do 
not require a death certificate—they 
require a claim form signed by the 
funeral director.  

Proper preplanning includes six 
steps.

• Instructions. This will let your 
loved ones and the funeral home 
know your wishes, including if 
you want a traditional burial or 
cremation, an open or closed 

casket, a visitation at church or 
funeral home, etc. These instruc-
tions help both the person who is 
in charge of your funeral and also 
the funeral home.

• Funding of the cost of the funeral. 
This is done by purchasing an 
insurance product that is for 
funeral expenses. By purchasing 
a funeral trust, these assets can 
be exempt from nursing homes 
and will cover the expenses 
immediately, if funded correctly.

• Claim form for the policy. This 
should be included with the 
insurance policy so the funeral 
director can file and get paid 
within 24 to 48 hours.

• DD 214, military release form. By 
having this form, the veteran will 
receive a military flag for a family 
member as well as other benefits 
given to military veterans.

• Cemetery plot or mausoleum 
crypt information. Any and all 
paperwork for burial place.

• Mortal remains transportation 
documents. This is a noninsur-
ance policy that will pay for the 
cost of transporting the body 
if a person passes while out of 
state or country. These expenses, 
depending on place of death 
can exceed the actual cost of  
a funeral.

We all know that death is not a 
question of if, but a question of 
when. Help the ones you will be 
leaving behind by preplanning.

Photograph provided by OneLegacy 
Advisors, LLC.

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call the OneLegacy 
Advisors, LLC office at (920) 632-4190 
or email Jasen Benton at jbenton@ 
onelegacyadvisors.com. The company 
website is onelegacyadvisors.com.

Years ago, when we lived in smaller 
local communities, funeral homes 
were mostly family owned and had 
relationships with the people in 
their community. Funeral homes 
would perform services and then 
bill the families, giving the grieving 

families about 30 to 60 days to get 
their financial affairs in order after 
a funeral. Since then, laws have 
changed with settling estates and 
filing life insurance claims. Even 
getting the death certificates can 
take up to a few months to get done, 

and businesses, such as funeral 
homes, want to be paid before 
services are performed.

Preplanning that includes instruc-
tions and funding is more important 
today than ever. Proper prefund-
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